
Stewarded by the Coast Salish People since time
immemorial, this land looked vastly different before
colonizers came; these spaces remain culturally and
geographically significant to many Tribes.

Coast Salish place names are known throughout Union
Bay, with Arboretum Creek’s original name being Sta’LaL
in the Lushootseed language. It is translated to mean “a
fathom measure.” 

The area where the park stands today was heavily logged
in the mid 1880s, but some large native trees were
untouched and are now more than 150 feet tall.

The Arboretum Park was founded in 1934 and is a unique
partnership between the City of Seattle, the University of
Washington, and the Arboretum Foundation, which was
established a year later in 1935.

The Arboretum was designed by the famed Olmsted
Brothers landscape architecture firm, founded by
Frederick Law Olmsted, who designed New York’s Central
Park. The firm’s 1936 plan is pictured right, and their
colorful proposal for Azalea Way on the opposite page.
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Built in 1911, the Arboretum’s Willcox Bridge is also a viaduct
carrying sewage from neighboring Broadmoor. 

In 1916, Foster Island’s shoreline expanded when the Ship Canal
opened, lowering the water levels in Lakes Union and Washington.

During the Great Depression, 500 Works Progress Administration
workers built infrastructure still visible today, including the Overlook
Gazebo on Azalea Way. 

Iconic Azalea Way was once a muddy horse-racing track (pictured
below), complete with a barn and clubhouse.

The Montlake Peninsula at the north end of the Arboretum was once
a big landfill.

In the 1960s, a coalition that included the Black Panther Party halted
the construction of a freeway in the park, resulting in the Ramps to
Nowhere in the Arboretum wetlands. 

Now open space, Crabapple Meadow was once the site of the
Arboretum's original tree nursery.

Local birders have nicknamed Arboretum landmarks, such as "K2"— a
bench situated at the second highest point in the park (in reverence
to K2, the second highest peak in the world).

The Arboretum is home to many Champions Trees, specimens
identified and tracked as the largest of their species within a specific
region. A fan favorite includes the National Champion Pacific
Crabapple, growing just west of the Visitors Center. 

Home to 40,000+
plants from 107

countries.

One of the top 5 woody
plant collections in the

United States.

At 162 feet, the tallest
tree is a native 

Douglas fir.

A sanctuary for wildlife,
including otters, beavers,

eagles, coyotes, and
Douglas squirrels.


